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MEL MARIA CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL, ROAD SAFETY MEASURES 
Statement by Member for Alfred Cove 

DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [12.58 pm]:  Earlier today I presented a petition on behalf of more than 
200 parents with children attending the Corpus Christi Campus of Mel Maria Catholic Primary School.  The 
parents seek to have road safety measures, such as a 40 kilometres an hour traffic zone, installed along North 
Lake Road because they fear that it will not be long before one of the students is killed, as happened at another 
school adjacent to a main road.   

I congratulate the school’s headmaster, Mike Smith, for his tireless efforts to get the Government to address the 
problem, even to the extent of having all the children and their parents assemble along the edge of the road for a 
photograph for a local newspaper.  It is not easy being the headmaster of the school and living in fear that every 
afternoon the students are playing Russian roulette trying to cross the busy North Lake Road without even a 
crossing guard.   
To his credit, Mr Smith asked for my assistance earlier this year to help him get Main Roads to put in a 40 
kilometre an hour traffic zone.  Main Roads rejected the request because it said parents did not appear to use the 
North Lake Road entrance to the school.  However, the reason for that was that the parents had been advised it 
was very dangerous.  The minister has said that the department is trialling 40 kilometre an hour zones on other 
busier roads and would revisit the situation at Mel Maria Catholic Primary School later in the year.  I look 
forward to hearing from the minister about whether this speed zone can be installed outside the school.  

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
 


